EXPRESSING WISHES AND REGRETS
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           A) ‘I WISH I HAD A        B) ‘I WISH I HAD BOUGHT     C) ‘I WISH CARLA

            SPORTS CAR’                A NEW COMPUTER’              WOULD MARRY ME’

A . -Is he talking about the past, present or the future?

     -Is his wish unlikely or impossible?

      We use WISH+PAST SIMPLE when we want something in the present to

       change. Such a change is either unlikely or impossible.

B  -Did he have a new computer?

    -How does he feel now? What do you think happened to him?

     We use WISH+PAST PERFECT when we regret in the present what he

     did in the past.

C. -Is he talking about the present, the future or both?

    -Does he want Carla to marry him?

     We use WISH + WOULD either when something is annoying us and when 

NOTE:The same sequence of tenses occurs after ‘IF ONLY’, an expression with a similar meaning. 

                                IF ONLY I NEW THE ANSWER   

      want something to happen sooner rather than later.
What might you say if you were the people in the following situations?
Make sentences using one of the forms of wish we have just looked at.

1.  Liz is unhappy because she has got a small flat.

   ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

2.  Alex has been  trying to loose weight but his diet hasn’t made any difference.

    …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
3.  Thieves have stolen Candy’s fur coat. It wasn’t insured.

    ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
4.  You work with someone who whistles horrible all day long.

    …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
5.  Anita drank to much again last night. She has got a terrible hangover.

    …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………....

6.  She wants to take the top off a bottle of aspirin but she can’t open it.

    ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

7.  Katie is sitting by the telephone. She is waiting impatiently for Robert to ring.

    …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...
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